
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TOWN OF MINT HILL, NORTH CAROLINA 

FEBRUARY 13, 2020 

 

The Board of Commissioners of the Town of Mint Hill met in regular session on Thursday, 

February 13, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the John M. McEwen Assembly Room, Mint Hill Town Hall. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Mayor: Brad Simmons 

Commissioners: Mike Cochrane, Dale Dalton, Patrick Holton and Tony Long 

Town Attorney: Kevin Bringewatt 

Town Manager: Brian L. Welch 

Deputy Town Manager: Lee Bailey 

Town Engineer: Steve Frey 

Fire Chief: David Leath 

Police Chief: Tim Ledford 

Town Clerk: Michelle Wells  

 

CALL TO ORDER, INVOCATION AND PLEDGE 

Mayor Simmons called the meeting to order, ruled a quorum present and the meeting duly 

constituted to carry on business. Following the invocation offered by Commissioner Long, Mayor 

Simmons led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

Addition, Deletion or Arrangement of Agenda Items:  None. 

 

Approve Minutes of the January 9, 2020 Quarterly Developers Workshop and Regular 

Meeting: Upon the motion of Commissioner Cochrane, seconded by Commissioner Dalton, the 

Board unanimously approve the January 9, 2020 Quarterly Developers’ Workshop and Regular 

Meeting. 

 

Consent Agenda: (A) Accept Mint Hill Events Request for the Noise Ordinance Waiver 

During Mint Hill Madness; (B) Accept January Tax Collector’s Report; and, (C) Accept 

November and December Treasurer’s Reports and Financials: Upon the motion of 

Commissioner Holton, seconded by Commissioner Dalton, the Board unanimously approved the 

consent agenda as presented. 

 

Public Comments**:  David Hill, 6814 Wyndbend Lane, stated he had lived in Mint Hill for 27 

years and there was a serious issue with speeders along Kuck Road.  He stated he would like the 

speed limit to be lowered from 35 mph to 25 mph. He further stated that he would like an all way 

stop at Kuck Road and Wyndbend Lane.  He knew the police could not monitor the traffic 24/7 



along his road and hoped these adjustments would help alleviate the issue especially immediately 

following the Independence High School dismissal and from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

 

Tanza Sampson, 13019 Odell Heights Drive, spoke about having more pedestrian friendly areas 

near her home off of Lebanon Road.  She said her family had seven children and they liked to ride 

their skateboards around the area.  She spoke about having walkability features near her home and 

noted she would love to have a park closer to their home.  She thanked the Board for being 

responsive and dispelling some of the misconceptions about the recent rezoning request near her 

home.   

 

Presentation by Ebenezer Gujjarlapudi and Rebecca Herbert Regarding Livable Meck: Mr. 

Gujjarlapudi, P.E., stated the presentation was to provide a brief history of Livable Meck, to 

provide a voice to the community, provide a new quality of life plan and put that plan into action.  

Information + Collaboration= Results.  He gave an overview of Livable Meck.  Community growth 

was expected to add one million more individuals by 2030; there was a need for a community-

wide plan, and it was headed by the Foundation for the Carolinas, City of Charlotte and 

Mecklenburg County.   

 

The intent of Livable Meck was to protect and enrich the quality of life within our community; 

create an engaged infrastructure; increase coordination; foster innovation and creativity; and avoid 

duplication of efforts while addressing service gaps.  Residents could learn more at 

www.livablemeck.com. 

 

Mecklenburg County’s Role was as a convener and partner.   

 

Ms. Rebecca Herbert, Community Engagement and Strategy Manager, stated Livable Meck 

expanded the reach, utilized the collaboration techniques such as engagement cafés, lunch & learns 

and online tools and enhanced social media and facilitation services. 

 

Value was added to their Partners by including information, collaboration and results.  The 

examples included adding 16 partner organizations to reduce the mental health stigma.  Providing 

Pilot Employment programs to help identify the untapped talent pool.  The Digital Accelerator 

Program provided needed computer training for low income residents.  The Art of Recycling 

program was used to increased desired recycling behaviors.   

 

A summary video was shown  www.livablemeck.com. 

 

Research methods were utilized, 50 engagement opportunities were held, and more than 4,200 

participants engaged in the process.  Livable Meck thanked Northwood, Sustain Charlotte, 

Davidson UMC, Southminster, Town of Davidson, Town of Huntersville, Town of Matthews,  Town 

of Mint Hill, Town of Pineville, Matthews Chamber of Commerce, Matthews Human Services 

Council Aldersgate, UNC Charlotte, Goodwill of the Southern Piedmont, Cokesbury UMC,  Open 

Streets 704, AARP, Omega Psi Fraternity, Davidson College, Queens University, Pineville 

Neighbors Place, Promising Pages, Derita Neighborhood Association, Urban Institute, CMG 

http://www.livablemeck.com/
http://www.livablemeck.com/


Retiree Association, Centralina COG, GenerationNation, Discovery Place, Queen City Unity, Ada 

Jenkins Center, Forest Hill Church, International Sandwich Festival, Davidson Connections, 

Resident Culture Brewery Run Club, Digital Charlotte, Johnson C. Smith University, Charlotte 

Literacy Roundtable, 265 Point Total Fitness, Trees Charlotte, Matthews Police Department, Air 

Quality Business Coalition, Belk Foundation, Young Democrats, Mecklenburg County DSS, 

Mecklenburg County CJS, Mecklenburg County CSS, Mecklenburg County LUESA and A Mighty 

Fortress Lutheran Church. 

 

 

The Mecklenburg County Staff showed the participating neighborhoods and engagement 

locations.   

 

Wave 1- Reviewed 8 Guiding Principles, prioritized, identified what was missing and envisioned 

the Great Community 

 

Wave 2- Reviewed Wave 1, revised, prioritized, refined and envisioned the Great Community. 

 

Wave 3- Reviewed Wave 2, reviewed results, finalized and identified a path forward. 

 

Vision of a Great Community: 

Residents wanted to live in a healthy, accessible, affordable, and safe community. 

 

They wanted to live in a community with a togetherness, a unity, with opportunities for all.  Those 

could be opportunities for businesses, jobs, for recreation, entertainment, or education… 

 

…and the community and its residents were prepared for what those opportunities and future may 

bring.   

 

The Livable Meck Plan stated keywords, of what the participants wanted in an environment where 

they wanted to live, included: healthy, affordable, secure and accessible.  The keywords of what 

the participants wanted to do in the environment was educate, innovate and enjoy.  The keyword 

of how the participants wanted to be with each other was: together. 

 

They implored the residents to stay involved, participate in the engagement cafés, join the 

workshops/webinars for partners and participate in Earth Month 2020- celebrating the 50th 

anniversary of Earth Day.   

 

Mecklenburg County Staff thanked the Board for allowing them to come.  The Board of 

Commissioners thanked Mecklenburg County for coming out and providing the data to the Town. 

 

Appointments to the Planning Board:  Commissioner Dalton nominated Jennifer Manchester 

for the Planning Board.  Commissioner Holton nominated Eric Tyson for the Planning Board.  The 

Board unanimously approved Ms. Manchester and Mr. Tyson to serve on the Planning Board with 

their terms expiring June 30, 2021. 



 

Other Business/Council Matters:  Commissioner Cochrane stated the retreat in Hickory was 

wonderful.  He reminded the residents of the upcoming Mecklenburg County events in Town.    

 

Commissioner Dalton thanked the Mecklenburg County Staff for their presentation on Livable 

Meck.  He thanked, Mecklenburg County Commissioner, Susan Rodriguez-McDowell for 

attending the meeting.  He emphasized the residents needed to attend the Ezell Park meeting on 

the 20th.   

 

Mayor Simmons stated the retreat last weekend in Hickory was successful.  He stated the Town 

Staff was extremely talented and he appreciated all they had done leading up to the retreat.  He 

said four-year staggered terms had been discussed and the Board unanimously agreed they did not 

wish to make that change for themselves and instead asked that it be placed as a referendum on 

the next ballot.  He stated the 10 Year Plan had been discussed.  The Board had unanimously 

agreed to move forward on the project; Staff would draft a Request for Proposals.  He said there 

would be space for those interested on being on the steering committee for the 10 Year Plan.  He 

said the Board had discussed how to stream meetings. Staff was looking into the costs and legal 

requirements involved with streaming and would bring the information back to the Board.  He 

concluded by saying the Board would now institute monthly Developers’ Workshops. 

 

Adjournment:  Upon the motion of Commissioner Cochrane, seconded by Commissioner Dalton, 

the Board unanimously agreed the meeting be adjourned. Mayor Simmons adjourned the meeting 

at 7:42 p.m. 

   

      

Michelle Wells, CMC, Town Clerk 


